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The Charge of Sedition and Faction againſ? good Men, 
eſpecially faithful Miniſters, conſidered and - ac- 
counted for, | 


* 
— lv — Al ce. A. A. i... tit. 


SERMON 


On Acrs xvii. 6. laſt clauſe. 


Theſe that have turned the world upſide down are come 


hither alſo. 


My BRETHREN, | b 
VO U have had, of late, frequent opportunities of 
f hearing diſcourſes on the mien character 
and office. Theſe ſubjects, indeed, have, on 
occaſions of this and a ſimilar nature, been fo often 
and ſo well handled, that it is hard to fay any thing 
on them, which ſhall not be either bare repeticion, 
or an alteration very much for the worſe, I have 
therefore made choice at this time of a ſubject ſome- 
what different, but the uſefulneſs of which both to 
miniſters and people may be eaſily, diſcerned, 


A great part of the ſacred volume conſiſts of hiſtory. 


And, as the knowledge of paſt events, and the hiſtory 
of mankind in general, is an improving ſtudy ; to, 
there is no object of ſtudy more pleaſant, or more 
profitable than that extenſive view of the great plan of 
providence which is exhibited to us in the word of 
God. There, we have acceſs to oblerve the power, the 
wiſdom, and the grace of the various revelations of the 


divine will, given in ſucceſlive ages, their colreſpon- 


dence one to another, and how well each is ſuited to 
the ſeaſon, and other circumſtances of its diſcovery, 
Above all, it is uſeful and delightful to oblerve, the 
perfect union and harmony of the whole, and the 
ſeveral ſtriking and diſtinguiſhing characters that are 
to be found on all the works of the one, eternal, aud 
unchangeable God. 
This uniformity is in nothing more remarkable, than 
in the ſufferingg of good men, and their cauſes. Tru: 
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religion being the ſame in ſubſtance in every age, we 
may expect to find a very ſtrong likeneſs in all the 
real ſervants of God, however diſtant the periods in 
which they make their appearance. A conformity of 
ſtate alſo may be expected, as well as a ſimilarity of 
character. They have the ſame end in view, they 
tread in the ſame path, and therefore muſt meet with 
reſiſtance from the ſame enemies. There was from the 
beginning, and there will be to the end of the world, 
a ſtrife and confſict between the righteous and the 
wicked, between the ſeed of the Woman, and the ſeed of 
the Serpent And, in particular, it is natural to ſup- 
poſe, that ſlander and calumny will be always one of 
the weapons uſed by the enemies of the truth, We 
have no reaſon, then, to be ſurprized, that every good 
man ſhould have occaſion to ſay with the Plalmiſt Da- 
vid, and with a greater than he, the Son of David, 
They laid to my charge things that I knew not, 

This was the caſe with the apoſtle Paul and his 
companion, in the paſſage of hiſtory of which my text 
is a part. But the nature of the accuſation here 
brought againſt them ſeems to be ſingular, and to me- 
rit particular attention. They were the ſervants and 
the miniſters of the Prince of peace. Their office 
was to preach and publiſh the goſpel of peace, Their 
doctrine was full of meekneſs and love. They diſ- 
covered the love of God to men ; and, after the ex- 
ample of their Maſter, they charged men to love one 
another. They were mean in their outward appearance, 
and neither poſſeſſed, nor claimed any earthy domi- 
nion. In one word, they had nothing about them 
that one would think, could give jealouſy to the civil 
power, that could ſeem formidable or dangerous to 
any character or claſs of men. Yet here they are 
charged as ſeditious, as diſturbers of the publick peace, 
as enemies to the government. Theſe that have turned 
the world upſide down are come hither alſo.----Theſe all 
do contrary to the deerees of Cefar, ſaying, That there 
| is another king one Jeſus, What ſort of an accuſation 
is this? not only falſe but improbable, Does not the 
arch- 


Fe 
arch · enemy, the accuſer of the brethren, ſeem to have 
failed in his uſual ſkill? Is there the leaſt proſpect 
of ſucceſs in ſo groundleſs a charge? 

But what ſhall we ſay, if, upon an accurate exami - 
nation it be found, that the ſame charge hath been 
brought againſt the ſervants of God in every age ? 
That none hath been advanced with greater boldneſs, 
and none with greater ſucceſs? Nay, perhaps, that it 
is the ſingle ſtanding charge, from which their ene- 
mies have never departed ſince the beginning of the 
world, and which, of all ' others, hath been moſt 
readily and moſt univerſally believed? In other in- 
ſtances, the reproaches thrown upon the children of 
God have been oppoſite, and mutually deſtruftive of 
each other. Chriſt himſelf, when his zeal in his 
Father's buſineſs made him forget to eat bread, was 
ſaid to be beſide” himſelf, and mad. At other times, 
he was called a cunning deceiver and maſter of the 
curious arts. But in this, his enemies, and thoſe of 
his people, have never varied. And their ſuccefs has 
been equal to their malice. They crucified him as 
an enemy to Ceſar, with the title of uſurpation writ- 
ten over him; and they have compelled all his diſci- 
ples after him, to bear his croſs, and to groan under 
the weight of the fame unjuſt and flanderous charge. 

There are few ſubjects more worthy of the ſerious 
attention of thoſe who firmly believe the word of 
God. None which will afford greater occaſion to 
adore the myſterious depth of divine providence, or 
furniſh more inſtructive leſſons to ſuch as deſire to 
hold on with ſteadineſs in the paths of true religion. 
Above all, this ſubject may be uſeful to miniſters of 
the goſpel. It will contribute to afcertain the charac- 
ter which they ought to bear; to direct them in their 
duty ; to prepare them for, and fortify them againſt 
the trials which it is impoſlible they can avoid. 

In diſcourſing further on this ſubject it is propoſed, 
through the aſſiſtance of divine grace, a 

I. By a ſhort hiſtorical deduction, chiefly from the 
holy ſcriptures, to ſlew, That the character of ſeditious, 

troubleſome 
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troubleſome, and diſorderly, hath been conſtantly given 
by wicked men to the ſervants of God, 

IT. To enquire, and endeayour to point out, what 
it is in true religion that gives occaſion to this charge, 
and makes the world prone to believe it. | 

In the laſt place, To make ſome practical improve- 
ment of what may be ſaid. | 


I return to the firſt of theſe, viz. 

I. By a ſhort hiſtorical deduction, to ſhew, That the 
character of ſeditious, troubleſome, and diſorderly, hath 
been conftantly given by wicked men to the ſervants 
of God. It would not be difficult to point out ſome- 
thing of this ſpirit prevailing in the world, from the 
life of almoſt every good man, whoſe name ſtands 
upon record, however ſhort and general the account be, 
that is given of many of them in ſcripture. But, as 
much of what might properly enough fall under this 
head, will be neceſſary in the illuſtration of the ſe- 
cond; to prevent confuſion and repetition, I ſhall 
content myſelf with ſome leading inſtances, in very 
different ages, from the earlieſt to the lateſt times. 
The firſt I ſhall mention is, A paſſage as exraordi- 
nary in its nature, and as ſingular in its circumſtances, 
as any that hiſtory affords, It is the meeting of Ahab 
and Elijah in the time of a great famine in the land 
of Jrael. Ahab that profane prince, had, by his a- 
poſtacy, and idolatry, brought down the judgment of 
a righteous God, bath on his kingdom, and on his 
houſe, We are told, That he did more to provoke the 
Lord God of Iſrael to anger, than all the kings of Iſrael 
that were before him. He had perſecuted the worſhip- 
pers of the true God with unxelenting violence; and, 
as it was natural to expect, he hated with uncommon 
rancour, and diſtinguiſhed by uncommon ſeverity, all 
the prophets who continued ſtedfaſt in the cauſe of 
truth. As many of them as he could lay hold of, he 
had put to death. He had hunted for Eljah, not 
only through all the kingdom of Jrael, but through 
the neighbouring nations, as we find narrated by 

Obaaiab 

® 1 Kings xvi. 33. 
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Obadiah his principal ſervant, As the Lord thy God 


troeth, there is no nation or kingdom whither my Lord 
hath not ſent to ſeek thee and when they ſaid, He is 
mot there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation 
that they found thee not f. After all this ſeverity on 
his part, when Elzjah, by the command of God, went 
out to meet him, ſee the form of his ſalutation ; 4nd 
it came to paſs, when Ahab ſaw Elijah, that Ahab ſaid 
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Iſrael F? To 
this the prophet makes the following ſtrong and juſt 
reply, I have not troubled Iſrael ; but thou, and thy 
fathers houſe, have troubled Iſrael, in that thou haſt 
forſaken the commandments of the Lord ; and thou haſt 
followed Baalim, N. 


Another inſtance ſimilar to the former may be | 


found in eho/aphat and Ahab's conſultation before go- 
ing out to battle. || And Jehoſapbat ſaid, Is there not here 
a prophet of the Lord beſides, that we may enquire of 
him ? And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jeheſaphat, There 
is yet one man ( Micaiah the ſon of Imlah) by whomwe 


may enquire of the Lord; but I hate him, for he doth 


not propheſy good concerning me, but evil,, Here, you 
ſee, Micaiah was the object of hatred and averſion, 
becauſe he denounced the judgment of God againſt 
the king's wickedneſs, That vengeance which he 
himſelf, not only merited, but ſollicited by his crimes, 
was attributed to malice in the prophet, 

See an inſtance of a general accuſation of this kind 
againſt all the worſhippers of the true God, by Ha- 
man in the book of Eſther, And Haman ſaid unto king 
Abaſuerus, There is a certain people ſcattered abroad, 


and diſperſed among the people in all the provinces of | 


thy kingdom, and their laws are divers from all people, 
neither keep they the king's laws ; therefore it is not 
fer the king*s profit to ſuffer them *. | 
The prophet Jeremiah met with the ſame treat- 
ment at different times. Neither prince, nor prieſts, 
a nor 
1 Kings xviii. 10. f Ibid. ver. 17, || 1 Kings xxii. 7, 8. 
1. FR” = 5 1 Ibid. ver. 17, || 1 Kings xxii. 7, 8 
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nor prophets, were able to bear without reſentment, 
the threatnings which he denounced in the name of 
God. Neu it came to paſs, when Jeremiah had 
made an end of ſpeaking all that the Lord had com- 
manded him to ſpeak unto all the people, that the 
prieſts. and the prophets, aud all the people took him, 
Saying, Thou ſhalt | ſurely die, Why haſt thou pro- 
pheſied in the name of the Lord, ſaying, This houſe 
ſhall be like Shiloh, and this city ſhall be deſolate 
without an inhabitant, and all the people were ga- 
thered againſt Jeremiah in the houſe of the Lord *. 
-en ſpake the prieſis and the prophets unto the 
princes and to all the people, ſaying, This man is 
worthy 10 die, fer be hath propheſied againſt this 
city as you. have heard with your ears +, We find 
him afterwards expreſly accuſed of treachery on the 
ſame account. And when he was in the gate of 
Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whoſe 
name was Irijah, the ſon of Shelemiah, the ſon of Ha- 
naniah, and he took Jeremiah the prophet, ſaying, 
Thou falleſt away to the Chaldeans f. 

The prophet Amos is another inſtance, preciſely 
parallel to the laſt. Becauſe of his fidelity to God, 
he was invidiouſly fepreſented as an enemy to the 
king. Then Amaziah the prieſt of Bethel ſent io Je- 
roboam king of Iſracl, ſaying, Amas hath conſpired a- 
gainſt thee in the midſt of the houſe of Iſrael : The land 
1s net able to bear all his words ||. 

Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour fell under the ſame 
accuſation, However plain and artleſs his carriage, he 
is called a deceiver of the people. There was much 
murmuring among the people concerning him, for ſome 
ſaid, He is a good man; others ſaid, Nay, but he 
decerveth the people h. His enemies endeavoured to 
embroil him with the civil government by this inſidi- 
ous queſtion, Is it lawful to give tribute to Ceſar, 
er not * And that which brought him at laſt to the 
croſs was the ſame pretended crime. And from 


thence- 
Jer. xxvi. 8, 9. TÞlbid.ver.11. 1 Jer. xxxvii. 13. 
See allo chap. XVIII. 4. || Amos vii. 10. 5 John vii. 12. 
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thenceferth Pilate ſought to releaſe him But the 
Feiws cried out, ſaying, If "thou let this man go; 
thou art not Caſur's friend Whoſoever maketh him- 
ſelf a king ſpeateth againſt Ceſar . | 
I ſhall cloſe this view of the ſcripture hiſtory, with 
the paſſage of which my text is a part. The whole crime 


of the apoſtle Paul, and his companion, was preaching 


the doctrine of the ctoſs of Chriſt, his great and darlin 

theme. We ate told, he opened and alleged that Clri 
muſt needs have ſuffered, aud riſen again from the dead. 
Then the 7ews to whom this doctrine always was a 
ſtumbling block, were moved with envy, and endea- 
voured to enflame the reſentment of the idolatrous 
multitude : They took far their aſſociates the moſt 
wicked and profligate, Certain lewd fellows of the baſer 
erte They ſet all the city on an uprore - And as, no 
doubt, the friends of Paul and Silas would endeavour to 
protect them from the injurious aſſault, their enemies 
very gravely charge them as the authors of the con- 
fuſion, both there and elſewhere, 7hey that haue turned 
the world upſide dun, are come hither alſo,” 

Havirig adduced theſe” inſtances from the holy 
ſcriptures, which ate liable to no exception, I ſhall ſa 
but little on the ſubſequent periods of the church. Only 
in general, the ſame ſpirit will be found to have prevailed 
in every age. Wheever will take the pains to look into 
the hiſtory of the church before the reformation, can- 
not fait to obſerve, that-when any one, either among 
the clergy, or laity, was bold enough to reprove the er- 
rors in doctrine, or the ambition, Ee and world] 
lives of his contempotaries, he was immediately ad 
ed as a factious and diſorderly perſon, and often ſeverely 
puniſhed as an enemy to the peace of the church. 

That this was the caſe with the firſt reformers, both 


at home and abroad, is too well known to need any 


proof. And we have had ftill more recent examples 
of it in both parts of the united kingdom. "The noble 
ſtruggle which many in England made, about an hun- 
dred years ago, for their liberties ſacred and civil, ſtill 
bears the name of the grand rebellion. Aud it is re- 


* markable 


* John xix, 12, 
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markable, that, however juſt a title they had to ſtand up 
for their rights as' men and Chriſtians, yet, their doing 
ſo at that time, was in a great meaſure owing to the 
fury and violence of their enemies, who were, in every 
reſpect, the sggreſſors. A very judicious hiſtorian ſays 


on this ſubject, * That which, upon the whole, was 


© the great cauſe of the parliament's ſtrength, and the 
© king's ruin, was, that the debauched rabble through 


the land, took all that were called Puritans for their 


enemies; ſo that if a man did but pray in his family, 
© or were but heard repeat a ſermon, or ſing a pſalm, 
© they preſently cried out, Rebels, roundheads, and all 
their money, and goods that were portable, proved 
« guilty, how innocent ſoever they were themſelves, 
© This it was that filled the armies, and garriſons of 


the parliament with ſober pious. men. Thouſands 


© had no mind to meddle wich the wars, but greatly 
« defired to live peaceably at home, when the rage of 
© ſoldiers and drunkards would not ſuffer them.” 

And in Scotland, after the reſtoration, though there 
was no ſtruggle fer civil liberty, all who choſe to obey 
God rather than man, either in the ſubſtance or cir- 
cumſtances of religious duties, were charged with 
treaſon, and ſuffered as rebels, They. were expelled 
from the church; yet cenſured as Schiſmaticks. They 
were barraſſed, fined and impriſoned, when living in 


peace, without any fault but concerning the lau F their 


God ; and yet complained of as troubleſome, They 
were baniſhed, intercommuned, and denied the com- 
mon benefits of life; and yet, when the extreme rigour 
of their oppreſſors compelled them to take up arms 
in ſelf-defence, they were condemned in form of 
law, for reliſting that government which had denied 
them its protection. 1 
I forbear to add any more particular examples; 
but from the deduction above given, it will plainly 
appear, that worldly men have been always diſpoſed, 
firſt to oppreſs the children of God, and then to com- 
plain of injury from them, that by ſlander they might 
6 | vindicate 


* Calamy's Life of Baxter, Chap. IV. 
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vindicate their oppreſſion. Their ſlander too, hath 
ſtill run in the ſame ſtrain 3 Troublers of Mrael, De- 

ceivers of the people, Enemies to Ceſar, and Turners | 
of the world upſide down, have been the opprobrious 

titles generally given to the moſt upright and moſt 

Faithful men, in every age and country. 


* 


We proceed now, | | 
IT. In the ſecond place, Fo enquire, What it is in 
true religion that gives occaſion to this charge, and 
makes the world prone to believe it. i 
That there muſt be ſomething of this kind is very 
evident. So uniform an effect could not take place 
without an adequate cauſe. And, to a ſerious and at- 
tentive obſerver, I am perſuaded it is not difficult to 
diſcern. The general cauſe of this effet is, that, in an 
equivocal ſenſe, the charge is juſt. True. religion does, 
indeed, give trouble and uneaſineſs to wicked men, 
while they continue ſuch; and it cannot be ſuppoſed 
but they will deeply reſent it. In order to illuſtrate 
this a little more fully, I beg your attention to the 
three following obſervations. T 
1. The example of the ſervants of God, is a conti- 
nual and ſenſible reproach, to the contrary conduct of 
the men of the world. Nothing can preſerve peace to 
any man, but ſome meaſure of ſelf-ſatis faction. As a 
deceived heart turns the wicked aſide, fo the continu- 
ance of ſelf deceit is neceſſary to his taſting thoſe plea- 
ſures of fin in which his miſtaken happinels is placed. 
To reproach his conduct, therefore, is to diſturb his - 
dream, and to wound his peace. And as pride, how- 
ever finely diſguifed, has the dominion in every un- 
renewed heart, how offenſive muſt every ſpecies of 
reproof be, to men of this character ? Now, is not the 
example of every good man, a ſevere and ſenſible, 
though ſilent, reproof to the wicked? With whatever 
ſpecious arguments men may ſometimes plead for in, 
with whatever falſe pretences they may often excuſe 
and palliate it to their own minds, when it is brought 
into one view with true religion, it is not able to bear 
the compariſon, The example of good men to the 
B 2 wicked 
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wicked is, like the ſun upon a weak eye, diſtreſſing and 
painful. It is excellent in itſelf, but it is offenſive to 


them. If I may ſpeak ſo, it flaſhes light upon the 
conſcience, rouſes it from a ſtate of inſenſible ſecu- 


. rity, points its arrows, and ſharpens its ſting. What elſe 
was it that produced the firſt act of violence that ſtands 


upon record, the murder of Abel by his brother Cain. Of 
this the apoſtle /n ſpeaks in the following terms, 


Not as Cain, who Twas of that wicked one, and ſlew 


his brother: And wherefore flew he bim? Becauſe 


his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous. 


Ants as every worldly man's own conſcience is thus 


made troubleſome to him by the example of the chil- 
dren of God; fo, it tends to ſet ſinners at variance with 
one another, and expoſes the conduct of each to the 


cenſure of the reſt.” Sin, however univerſally practiſed, 
is yet generally ſhameful. _ Conſcience. though bribed, 


and comparatively blind in a man's own caſe, is often 


juſt and impartial, at leaſt under far leſs biaſs, in the 
caſe of others. It is in this way, and in this way alone, 
that the publick honour and credit of religion is pre- 
ſerved,” amidſt fo great a majority who are enemies to 


it in their hearts. Muſt not, then, the example of a 
ſtrict and conſcientious perſon, ſet in the ſtrongeſt light 


the faults of thoſe who act a contrary part, ſo often as 
they happen to fall under obſervation together. Nay, 
dues it not open the eyes of the world upon many 


leſſer blemiſhes which would otherways eſcape its no- 


rice ? The degree of ſhame that attends any practice, 
is always in proportion to the ſenſe which the bulk 
of mankind have of the evil of it. And this ſenſe can- 


not, by any mean, be more ſtrengthened, than by an 


example of what is good ; as deformity never appears 
ſo ſhocking as when compared with perfect beauty. 


Thus, a truly pious man is, by every inſtance of his vi- 


ſible conduct, expoſing to reproach ſome one or otheg, 
and by conſequence provoking their reſentment. 

It is for this reaſon that men diſcover ſuch a prone- 
neſs to diſparage every profeſſion of piety ſuperior to 
their own. How common is it to aſcribe evory ſuch 


ap“ 
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a. 


- appearance to weakneſs, or bypocriſy. In the gene« 


rality of wicked men this is not ſo properly malice, 


as ſelf-defence. - If they ſhould allow the excellence 


of ſuch a character, it would be condemning them- 


. ſelves out of their own mouths. Their inward re- 
flection, in all probability, is perfectly ſimilar to that 


of the Phariſees, when Chriſt aſked them, Whether 
the baptiſm of John was from heaven, or of men ? 


- They reaſoned with themſelves, ſaying, If we ſhall ſay, 


rom heaven, he will ſay unto us, Why did ye not then 


believe him ? In the fame manner, ſhould any confeſs 


the excellence of a condutt oppoſite to their own, it 


would be impoſſible to avoid ſaying to them, Why 
do you then fo fin againſt light ? e 


Every one will ſee, that this w uſt neceſſarily hold 


moſt ſtrongly in the caſe of thoſe whoſe office, or 


whoſe work, is of a public nature, They are like a 
city ſet on an hill. As their character is moſt conſpi- 


 cuous, it is, by neceſſary conſequence, meſt uſeful to 


the good, and moſt provoking to the wicked. Faithful 


- miniſters of Chriſt, for inſtance, are the lights of the 
world, and, by their piety and diligence, are a ſtanding 
: reproach to the world lying in wickedneſs. But, in a 


particu manner, they muſt be the objects of the 
atred and reſentment, of thoſe of their own order, 


who will not follow their ſteps. This is an evident 
_ conſequence of the principle above laid down. As their 


character ſuffers moſt by the compariſon, their paſſions 
mult neceſſarily be moſt inflamed. Let a miniſter of 
Chriſt be ever ſo guarded in his ſpeech, ever fo inoffen- 
ſive in his carriage, ever ſo diſtant in reality from in- 
juring others; if he is more frequent, or more affecti- 
onate in preaching, if he is more aſſiduous in the duties 
of his function, this muſt naturally excite the reſent- 
ment of the lazy, ſlothful part of his profeſſion. This, 
of it ſelf, is injury enough to theſe who love their 


worldly eaſe, and have more pleaſure in the poſſeſſion 


of their benefice, than the exerciſe of their office. Is 
this ſurpriſing ? Not in the leaſt. His condu does 
indeed moleſt their quiet: lt either forces them to 

| , greater 


ene! . 
greater diligence, or holds up their real character to 
light, and expoſes them to contempt and ſcorn. 

In order, at once, to confirm and illuſtrate this truth, 
be pleaſed, my brethren, to obſerve, that the force and 


malignity of envy, in defaming of characters, is al- 


ways in proportion to the nearneſs of the perſon to 
whom the character belongs. Diſtance, either of time 
or place, greatly abates, if not wholly extinquiſhes it. 
Suppoſe the character of a perſon drawn, who lived 
many ages ago, or even at preſent in a very diſtant coun- 
try ; ſuppoſe him repreſented as eminent in virtue of 
every kind, as remarkably diligent, as indefatigably 
active in doing good; there are few who ſhew any diſ- 


poſition to call in queſtion. the fact, or impute it to 


ſiniſter motives. But let the ſame be the apparent cha- 
racter of any man among his contemporaries, and how 
many are immediately up in arms againſt him? How 
implicitely do they believe, and with what pleaſure do 
they ſpread every idle calumny to his prejudice ? How 
is his picty immediately converted into hypocriſy, his 
real into faction and ill nature, his fervour and diligence 


into affectation, and love of popularity, and, in a word, 


every valuable quality into that vice, by which it is 
moſt commonly or moſt artfully counterfeited. 

That this-difference of judgment is entirely owing 
to the reaſon I have aſſigned, will further appear, if you 
conſider, that:ſo ſoon as a connection of the ſame na- 
ture happens, by any accidental circumſtance, to be 
eſtabliſhed, the ſame invidious reſentment immediately 
takes place againſt the moſt diſtant characters. What 


 inveterate prejudice do infidels generally ſhow, againſt 


the characters of the ſcripture ſaints, and thoſe of the 


fathers of the Chriſtian church, becauſe the eſtabliſh- 


ment of ſuch characters does neceſſarily and manifeſtly 
infer the overthrow of the cauſe in which they are 
embarked. In the mean time, the wiſe men of the 
heathen nations are ſuffered to poſſeſs, without con- 


tradiction, all the reputation which their countrymen 


in after ages have thought fit to beſtow upon them. 
Nay, ſometimes, to ſerve a certain purpoſe, their cha- 
racter 


Be ( 15 ) 
rafter is increaſed and magnified beyond all reaſonable 
bounds. What pains have been taken by thoſe Chriſti» 
ans, who patronize the modern inventions and improve- 

ments in Theology, to undermine the characters ofthe 
moſt eminent champions of the ancient faith? What 
would ſome perſons. teach us to believe of Athanaſiur 
and Auguſtine in earlier, Calvin, Luther and Melanc ten in 
latter times? Not, that we have not well atteſted evi- 
dence of their piety and integrity, but that, being of dif- 
ferent ſentiments from their accuſers, the excellence of 
their character is too good a ſupport to their cauſe *. 

2. Another reaſon why the ſervants of God are re- 
preſented as troubleſome is, becauſe they will not, and 
dare not, comply with the ſinful commandments of 
men, In matters merely civil, good men are the moſt 
regular citizens, and the moſt obedient ſubjects. But, 
as they have a Maſter in heaven, no earthly power can 
conſtrain them to deny his name, or defert his cauſe, 
The reply of Peter and 7ohn to the Jeuiſh rulers when 
they were commanded: Not to ſpeak at all or teach in 
the name of Jeſus, was in the following terms, be- 
ther it be right in the ſight of Cod, to bearken unto you” 
= 5 | 5 * more 

* I take the opportunity here to add, That the principle 
above laid down, will plainly account for the great and un- 
aflaulted reputation, which che monks and retired devotees 
ſo long enjoyed in Popiſh times,” It was their reputation, 
indeed, which upheld for ſo long à period, that immenſe load 

ol idolatrous ſuperſticion the Romiſh teligion; and it was not 
| till they were groſly corrupted, and convents were be- 

come receptacles of the moſt thameful impurity and luſt. 
Theſe perioris were ſeparated from the world. No frequent 
and, few near compariſons could be made between them and 
other. Nay, their character was voluntary, and peculiar to 
themſelves, c:ntaining no pretence of an obligation upon all 
others to imitate it; and, therefore, they were ſuffered to 
live unenvied. But if any perſons of piety towards God, and 
fidelity to their Maſter's cauie, live in the world, and re- 
fule to be conformed to it, they muſt expect the ſame 
treatment that he met with. This he hath told them him- 
ſelf, F the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before 

ut bated you *.-=--The ſervant is not greater than the Lord. If 
they bave perſecuted me. they will allo perſecute you ; if they have 

tept my ſaying, they will keep yours 40% . 


* John xv. 18. + Ver 20. 
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more than unto Cod, judge ye*. With what invincible 
conſtancy and reſolution did Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abednego refuſe to bow before Nebuchadnezzar*s gol- 
den image? The caſe of Daniel was perfectly ſimilar, 
whom even the king's commandment could not re- 
ſtrain from prayer to God. | | 
When good men are-unhappily brought into theſe 
circumſtances, their conduct is an apparent contradic- 
tion to authority. How ready are lordly and oppreſ- 
ſive tyrants to ſtile it obſtinacy and pride? And when 
are there wanting flaviſh and ſubmiſſive flatterers near 

every inferior tribunal, to aggravate the crime, and 
to cry, If thou let this man go, thou art not Ceſar's. 
friend? It is not to be imagined, indeed, but ſuch 
as are ſtrangers to true religion muſt be greatly pro- 
voked at thoſe who will not comply implicitely with 
their commands. There is a remarkable paſſage in a 
letter of Pliny the younger, to the emperor Trajan, 
which plainly points out the ſentiments entertained 
by many on this ſubject. He was a man in other 
matters abundantly humane, and yet hear his own ac- 
count of his treatment of the Chriſtians when brought 
to his tribunal. I aſked them if they were Chriſtians; 
if they confeſſed, I aſked them again threatning 
© puniſhment. If they perſiſted, I commanded them 
© to be executed; for I did not at all doubt but, 
< whatever their confeſhon was, their ſtubbornneſs and 

« inflexible obſtinacy ought to be puniſhed.” | 
There is a love of dominion natural to all men, 
which is under no controul or reſtraint in thoſe who 
are yoid of religion; This muſt naturally diſpoſe them 
to carry on their ſchemes, and to inſiſt on having them 
univerſally complied with. It frets and provokes them, 
therefore, to find any who will not be ſubſervient to 
their pleaſures. A refuſal ro. obey, on a principle of 
conſcience, is expreſly ſetti;,s bounds to their authority, 
and ſaying, Hitherto ſhalt thou go, but no further. How 
few are able to bear thiz with patience, the hiſtory of 
the world in every age is one continued proof. : 

| 7” xy. O00 


Acts iv. 19. 


% 
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Such refuſals, alſo, do always reflect ſome diſhonovr 


vpon the meaſures to which they ſtand in oppoſition. 


Whatever any perſon refuſes to do, he, as far as in 
him lies, repreſents as wrong and ſinful ; and, ia ſome 
reſpects, unworthy or unfit to be done, Thus it comes 
to be conſidered not only as withdrawing his own al- 
legiance, but as corrupting and ſeducing others. And, 
no doubt, it tends to draw the attention of the world 
to the diſputed command, and makes ſome, perhaps, 
ſift and examine what they had before. blindly gone 
into without ſuſpicion. Hence it naturally follows, 
that, whenever ſuch interference happens between hu- 
man and divine authority, good men mult be, conſi- 
dered as Niſorderly and troubleſome ; and thoſe of them 
of all others moſt troubleſome, who with the greateſt 
conſtancy adhere to their duty, or who, with the 
greateſt honeſty and boldneſs, refiſt and oppoſe corrupt 
meaſures, 25 | . 04 ; 

It is leſs ſurpriſing to find inſtances of this between 
heathen and Chriſtian, between the profeſling ſervants 
and the open enemies of the true God. But, it is 
aſtoniſhing to think, how often the ſame thing has 
happened between Chriſtian and Chriſtian, who ought 
to have been better acquainted with the rights of con- 
ſcience, the meaſures of ſubmiſſion and the duty of 
forbearance. Not only all the perſecutions, but many, 
if not moſt, of the ſchiſms and diviſions that have fallen 
out in the Chriſtian church, have ariſen from the rigo- 
rous impoſitions of uſurped authority. Urzuſt authority 
is the very eſſence of Popery. The church of Rome 
has expreſly claimed a power of making laws to bind 
the conſcience, diſtinft from tl e laws of God; and 
ſeverely puniſhes all who call this authority in queſtion. 
Nor hath this been conſined to them: Proteſtant 
churches, though their ſeparation is founded upon the 
very contrary principle, have yet often in practice acted 
in the ſame arbitrary manner. They inſiſt upon obedi- 
ence to all their appointments, however ſinful in the 
judgment of the ſubject: and, as a good man will not 
comply in ſuch caſes, how often doth it happen, that, 
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aſter they have expelled him from their ſociety, ſtript 


him of his office, and robbed him of his maintenance, 


they alſo caft out his name as evil, loudly charge him as 
ſeditious and . troubleſome, and the author of all that 
confuſion which their own tyranny occaſions. | 
3. One other reaſon why the ſervants of God are 
accuſed as treubleſome, is, becauſe they are, in many 


inſtances, obliged, to bear teſtimony againſt the ſins of 


others, and openly to reprove them. Reproof is 
plainly, of all others, the greateſt offence and provoca- 
tion of the proud, and draws down their heavieſt- re- 
ſentment : And yet it is often unavoidable. There 
are ſome caſes. in which every Chriſtian without excep- 
tion, muſt feel the conſtraint of this divine law, '7 hou 
ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin 
upon him Some ſins are ſo flagrant in their nature 
that, even to witneſs them with filence would imply 


ſome participation of the guilt. In ſuch caſes it is 


the glory of the pooreſt and meaneſt ſervant of God, 
to reſent the diſhonour that is done to his name, and 
reprove the moſt exalted ſinner. 

But this duty, and the odium ariſing from it, falls 
moſt frequently to the ſhare of the prophets and mi- 
niſters of God, who have received a commiſſion to 
{peak in his name, and to plead his cauſe, The faith- 
ful diſcharge of their duty includes in it plainneſs and 
boldneſs in repreving ſin of every kind, They muſt 
aſſert and maintain the truth, and point out the errors 
oppoſite to it, with all their guilty fruits, and all their 
dreadful conſequences. How offenſive this to, human 


pride? It muſt certainly either convince or provoke, 


reform or inflame, When righteous Lot ſays, in the 
mildeſt terms, to the luſtful SSamites, I pray you, bre- 


tren, do nit ſo wickedly, how fierce is the anſwer ? 


4nd they ſaid, Stand back. And they ſaid again, This 
one fellow came in to ſojurn, and he will needs be a 


Judge f. | 


How many martyrs to truth have there been ſince 
the world began? Without mentionigg thoſe in the 
Old 


® Ley. xix. 17: + Gen. xix. . 
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Old Teſtament, you ſee, 7ohn the baptiſt loſt his life 


by reproving the inceſtuous adultery of Herod and 


Herodias. Our bleſſed Saviour gives the following ac- 


count of the hatred of the world to him, and the con- 
trary reception it gave to his temporſing brethren, The 
world cannot hate you ; but me it hateth, becauſe I teſtify 
of it, that the works thereof are evil, By conſulting 
the hiſtory of the goſpel you will find, that what gave 
riſe to the conſpiracy of the Scribes and Phariſees a- 
gainſt him, was his dragging off the maſk under which 
they lay concealed, and dilcovering the errors of their 
doctrine, and the licentiouſneſs of their practice. When 
they perceived that he ſpake againlt them, they took 
counſel againſt him to put him to death ; and accom- 
pliſhed it ſo ſoon as they could do it with ſafety. But 
there cannot be a better example, or indeed, a more 
lively and well drawn picture of the effect of plain and 


Juſt reproof, than in the caſe of Stephen when plead- 
ing his cauſe before the Jewiſh rulers, Ye /tiff-necked, 


and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye do always re ſiſt 
the holy Ghoſt ; as your fathers did, ſo do ye. Which 
of the prophets have not your fathers perſecuted ? And 
they have ſlain them which ſhewed before of the coming 
of the juſt One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers 
and murderers ,-------When they heard theſe things, they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnaſbed on him with their 
teeth*, It is plainly for this reaſon that the apoltles, 
in their prayers for aſſiſtance, do almoſt conſtantly aſk, 
that they may be endued with a proper degree of 
boldneſs and reſolution, And new, Lord, behold their 


threatnings ; and grant unto thy ſervants that with all 


boldneſs they may ſpeak-thy word F. Many other 


prayers are to be found in the apoſtolic writings, 
which run in the ſame ſtrain 4: 

It is very natural for every one, at this diſtance, to 
imagine, that he could have been in no danger of 
making ſuch an obſtinate reſiſtance to the truth, or 
perſecuting, with ſuch implacable enmity, thoſe who 

CY eſpouſed 
Acts vii. G1, $2, 64. Acts iv. 29. 
| yee pk. * 2 Tuc. ili. 2. g 
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eſpouſed it. But, my brethren, all worldly men, in 
every age, have ſtill the ſame abhorrence of the faithful 
ſervants of God; the ſame impatience of reproof, when 


it touches themſelves. Our Saviour draws their cha- 


racter with great beauty, in ſpeaking to the Phariſees; 
Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, becauſe 
ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garniſh the ſe- 
pulchres of the righteous ; and ſay, If we had been in 
the days of our fathers, we would not have been par- 
takers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore 


ye be witneſſes unto yourſelves, that ye are the children 


of them which killed the prophets t. It is very deli- 
cately hinted in this laſt verſe, that they were of the 
lame nature, that they grew, as it were, upon the 
ſame ſtock, and therefore it might be expected they 
would bring forth the ſame fruit. I cannot but here 
mention a remark of a very eminent writer, upon this 
paſſage 3 That all nations partake much of this diſ- 
«© poſition of the eus, to honour the dead ſaints, and 
ce perſecute the living“. 5 
1 have taken notice above, that, in every period of 
the church, the moſt faithful of the ſervants and mini- 
ſters of God, have, in fact, been counted troubleſome 
by corrupt and worldly men. The ſame paſſages of 
hiſtory conſtantly ſhew, that this has ariſen chiefly, 
from their attempts to ſtem the tide of prevailing vice ; 
from their boldneſs and faithfulneſs in reproving fa- 
ſhionable crimes. In the twelfth century Armulphuis 
a devout man, and excellent preacher, ſpeaks thus to 
the clergy, © I know that you ſeek my life, and will 
* ſhortly kill me; But why? I ſpeak the truth to 
© you, I reprebend your pride and haughtineſs, avarice 
and luxury, therefore J pleaſe you not +” And in 
the fourteenth century, an ancient writer ſpeaks of 
the court of Rome in the following terms, * For what 
can you conceive will happen where virtue was long 
ago extinct and buried? There ſurely truth is the 
* higheſt crime, and of itſelf ſufficient to procure the 
| * hatred 
1 Matth. xxiii. 29, 30, 31. * Tillotſon. 
+ Whitby's Appendix to nis Book on Hoſt-worſhip. 
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© hatred of many. For how can we expect but that 
© ſhould happen, whers a true word cannot be ſpoken 
< yythout a great reproach, where the worſt of men 
ate promoted,-----where ſimplicity is eſteemed mad- 
© neſs,----where good men are rendered ridiculous, in- 
© ſomuch that now ſcarce any of them doth appear to 
© be laughed at. Theſe few things truth itſelf hath 
© dared to ſpeak, whence you may gather what you 
© are to think of many others, which fear doth force 
© me to conceal.'} It is unneceſſary to cite many 
paſſages to this purpoſe ; I ſhall, therefore, conclude this 


"head with the following juſt reflection of the pious, 


diligent and catholick Mr. Baxter, © I ſee there is no 
help for it, but we muſt "offend wicked men. It-is 
impoſſible to avoid it, but either by our ſilence, or 
their patience, Silent we cannot be, becauſe the 
word of God commands us to ſpeak, and patient 
they cannot be, becauſe fin has the dominion in 
their hearts. 85 ; 


K K a a «a Aa 
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We now proceed in the laſt place, to make ſome 

practical improvement of what has been ſaid. And, 
In the firſt place, Yon may learn from what has 
been faid upon this ſubject, the juſt and proper anſwer 
to an objection againſt the goſpel, much inſiſted on by 
its enemies, viz, That it has introduced perſecution for 
conſcience ſake, with which the world was in a great 
meaſure unacquainted before. There are few ſuhjects, 
on which infidels enlarge with greater pleaſure, than 
the cruel hatred and animoſity that has prevailed ; the 
bloody wars that have been carried on; nay, the ſavage 
and inhuman maſſacres that have been perpetrated on 
a religious account, ſince the publication of the goſpel. 
I think this objection is but ſeldom aniwered as might 
be. It is uſually, indeed, and juſtly obſerved, thar 
whatever may have been done by thoſe profeſſing 
the goſpel, there is no countenance given in it to 
ſuch a ſpirit and practice. But the objection is not 
"wholly removed, while infidels are allowed ſtill to con- 
tend, 

+ Petrarch's Ep. 
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tend, as if it ſerved their own cauſe, that perſecution 


has been its conſtant attendant and inſeparable effect. 
We ought, therefore, to wreſt this argument out of their 
hands, and firſt to produce this fact as an accompliſh- 


ment of our Saviour's prediction; Think not that I am 
come to ſend peace on earth Icame not to ſend peace, but 
a ſword." For I am come to ſet a man at variance againſ! 


his father, and the daughter againſt her mother, and the 


daughter in law againſt her mother in lau. And a man's 


foes ſhall be they of his own houſhold *. ©. 


- 


Having gone thus far, we have reaſon to contend that 
inflicted the injury, tho? they have been often obliged 
to bear the blame. The multitude df heathen religi- 
ons, thoꝰ not 6:1 $2049 wh did generally agree together : 
and well they might, for they were all from the ſame: 
author, None of them, however, could agree with the 
goſpel: for this plain reaſon, that no lie 7s of the truth. 
But from what quarter did the violence proceed? Did 
not the,dreadful perſecutions againſt the Chriſtians, in 
the three firſt centuries, proceed from the Heathens ? 
Did the Chriſtians commit any other crime againſt 
them, than pointing out the ſin and danger of their 
idolatrous worſhip, and immoral practices? Was not 
this. alone ſufficient to raiſe a cry againſt them, as 
turning the world upſide down. And in all the ſub- 


' ſequent perſecutions among profeſſing Chriſtians, was 


it any thing elſe than the proud violent and worldly 
ſpirit of thoſe who made a gain of godlineſs, oppreſſing 
the few real believers of every denomination ? There 
is an antichriſtian ſpirit in every church that ſhews it- 
ſelf in perſecution, in a greater or leſſer degree. But 
there can be nothing more unjuſt than to attribute the 
perſecution of Chriſt's diſciples by his enemies and 
theirs, to the ſpirit of his religion. 

Is it then boldly affirmed by ſome, that the Chriſtian 
is the only religion in the world that leads to perſecu- 
tion ? I anſwer, On the contrary, It is. the only 
religion that has ſuffered perſecution from all its nu- 
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* Matth. x. 34, 35, 36. 


the diſciples of Chriſt have always ſuffered, and never 
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merous enemies: And, at the ſame time, it is the 
only religion in the world that requires, and points 
out the obligation, of mutual forbearance, and makes 
the juſt Ind proper divigon, between the things that 
are Caſars, and the things that are Gods. That it is 
often blamed as perſecuting others, is a proof and 

illuſtration of this truth. For all is of a piece, and 
the falſe accuſation, ariſes from the ſource Which I 
have opened up above, and confirmed by examples 
adduced from hiſtory, To theſe 1 ſhall: now only 
add one obſervation, which comes in with” peculiar . 
propriety here; That ignumerable inſtances may be 
given, in which thoſe y "x 9; who were ready 
to lift the ſecular arm againſt good men, have loudly 
complained of the exerciſe of diſcipline, and the cen- 
| ſures of the church upon theit erimes. Theſe they 
often ſtile perſecution, and always affirm to flow from 
a perſecuting ſpirit. But, as they are often neceſſary, 
ſo, even when they are unjuſtly applied, it is plain from 
their very nature, that if they be groundleſs, they muſt 
be perfectly harmleſss. 3 


- 


Thus the tate of the world is ſo far from being an 
objection againſt, that it is a proof of the truth of the 
goſpel. True \Chultians have ſuffered from every 
quarter; from within and from without ; from open 
enemies and from falſe brethren, They bave been firſt 
perſecuted, and then ſlandered as perſecuting others; 
nay, obliged to bear the odium of that very oppreſſion 

under which they groaned. Of all this they are fairly 
fore warned by their Saviour, who. ſays, Behold I ſend 
you forth as ſheep in the "midſt of wolves, They are 
expoſed to inju ĩous treatment from many, and may 
expect to ſuffer without cauſe, None however make 
| fo cruel a havock as thoſe wolves who put on ſheeps 
| clothing}; and yet, of all their cruelty, the poor ſuffer- 
ing ſheep muſt bear the blame. * a 

2. From what has been ſaid, you may ſee the guilt 
and danger of thoſe who falſely accuſe the children of 
God. Perhaps you may be ready wholly to refuſe the 
charge, and to ſay, Where is the neceſſity, where is the 


propriety 


% * 


L 
n. 4 = 


— 2 W 


a P N 


* — * — . 2 _— 2 
* 5 - 
2 * —— — — 
- = 2 o 
: 
" 


"a ” — 
— 2 — —— — — 
— ——r—j—j— 


— — 


3 — 


| N 
propriety of this at preſent? Have we not all civil and 
religious liberty? and are not religion and its miniſters 
in eſteem and repute. I anſwer, It is never unneceſ- 


ſary. The fault I complain of is no part of the pe- 


culiar degeneracy of this age. It is not confined to 


any one age, country, or profeſſion, but is common to 


them all: and We would but deceive ourſelves ſhould 
we fondly fancy we are exempted from it. Nay, our 
preſent ſtate as a church and nation, ſeems to render 
ſuch a warning pecukarly ſeaſonable. We Have long en- 


- joyed outward peace. In every other country this has 


introduced a worldly ſpirit, FnbitiotizJuxury and ſloth. 


And is there mo veſtige oftheſe characters among-us 


now? Who will pretend it? Are there not ſome who 
cannot endure ſuch ſtrictnels as is inconſiſtent with con - 
formity to the gay and faſhionable world, Do not all ſuch, 


incline to charge every profeſſion of piety with hypocri- 


ſy ? Do they not conſider every faithful reprover, as an 
enemy to their peace? Do they not hear with ſecret 
pleaſure, and ſpread with apparent triumph, every re- 
port, to the prejudice of ſuch troublers of rael? 
This then is the character; and as many of you as 
conſcience charges with the guilt, may ſee your danger. 
You may ſee Whoſe cauſe you plead, and whoſe reward 
you ſhall ſhare.” What an in ward enmity do you diſ- 
cover againſt the ſpirit and power of true religion? You 
are of the number of thoſe who Hate the light, and will 
not come to the lig hi, leſt your deeas ſhould be reproved. 
You are of the number of thoſe who ſay to the ſeers, 
See not, and to the "prophets, Prophecy not unto us right 
things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, and propheſy deceit. 
You will not endure ſound doftrine, but love and follow 
only that Which will exerciſe and amuſe your ima- 
gination and fancy, ſooth and gratify your pride and 
vanity, or make and keep you at peace with your 
ſelves. You are aſleep in ſecurity, and will avoid every 
thing that may tend to diſturb or interrupt your dan- 
gerous repoſe. And how hurtful is your conduct to 
others? Tou blaſt the characters and leſſen the uſeful- 


neſs of the miniſters of Chriſt, You bring an evil re- 


port 


$8.2 1") 
port upon the truth, by rendering them edious or con- 
temptible who bear it. And if we, my brethren, who 
are miniſters of the goſpel, imitate this example, in any 
meaſure, ir we diſcover a ſuſpicion and jealouſy, or an 
averſion and hatred, at all who are mors diligent than 
- ourſelves, what diſhonour muſt fall upon our profeſſion, 
what a hinderance is it to the edification of others, and 
what guilt do we bring upon our own ſoulss 

3. If this has been the conſtant lot of all the ſervauts 
of God, to be accuſed as ſeditious and troubleſome, let 
every cautious, perſon beware of being miſled by the 
perſecuting cry, Taſk any man who is conyerſant in 
the world, if he hath not, in many inſtances been in- 

ſenſihly taught o form a hateful idea, or ta entertain 

_ deſpicable opinion of many miniſters, without the 
leaſt perſonal knowledge, the leaſt ſatisfying evidence or 
proof. What; is the reaſon ? Why he hath been told, 
that they are proud, hypocritical; factious, cenſorious, 
troubleſome men, Well. The thing is poſſible, no 
doubt. But, in the mean time, it is far from being 
certain; and this ſort of character induſtriouſly pro- 
pagated, is no evidence of it at all, or tather is a pre- 
ſumption of che contrary. Lou ſee, from the inflances 
produced above, that this is a reproach perpetually 
thrown upon the moſt upright and faithful of the ſer- 
vants of God; that it may very naturally ariſe from their 
fidelity itſelf; and that it cannet be avoided by thoſe who 
reſiſt the corrupt meaſures, Who reprove the publick 
vices, or who ſhame the criminal lazineſs, and negli- 
gence of others, An ignorant, vitious, worthleſs mi- 
niſter-is envied by no body. He is, therefore, quite 
Jafe from all the poiſon'd arrows which fly from that 
quarter. He is rather a foil to many to ſet off and illus 
ſtrate their own comparitive excellence. He is, there+ - 
fore, often pardoned, pitied, and protected. Whereas 
a faithful miniſter, who openly dares to bear witneſs a- 
gainſt the apoſtacy of others, is traduced and flandered, 
loaded with imaginary crimes, and often falls a martyr 
to the ſiaking cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, 
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n that it is impoſſible to pleaſe 


4. Since the world is ſo prone to receive the accuſa- 
tion of faction againſt the children of God, let them 
be careful to give no real ground for it. - Unjuſt ca- 
e has ſometimes the contrery op ett. When men 

capricious, world, 


or wholly to eſcape ſlander, they are apt to give up 


all ſolicitude upon that head, and take nꝰ further pains 


to avoid ſuſpected appearances. This 1 take to be, 
preciſely, hat the ſeripture calls being overcome of 
evil. But how much better is it to overcome evil with 


| good? Let us, as often as poſſible, confute the accu- 


ſation by an unblameable carriage; and when we muft 


ſiuftfer, let us be careful that we ſuffer, not as, evil 
doers, but for well doing. For this purpoſe I would 


&# 


humbly offer to miniſters the two following direRtions, * 


which I eſteem of great moment. 


(x.) Let all our zeal for the glory of God be con- 


ducted not only with ſteadineſs, but with meekneſs. 


Let us ever remember that the wrath of man worketh 
not the rigbteouſneſs of God. Let our language be 


always ſtrictly guarded; and free from expreſſions of 


rage and fury. If we are faithful to our duty, it will 


| ſofficiently provoke finners, we need not add to it by 


any mixture of human paſſion. What noble and effec- 


tual principles are we furniſhed with in ſcripture, for 


avoiding every dangerous extreme? Love to God, and 


love to man, make up the ſam of practical religion. 
_ Theſe are the immediate fivits of faith, and all the 
truths of the goſpel tend to ſtrengthen and improve 
them. And as love to Cod produces indignation againſt 


| fn, reſolution and boldneſs in oppoſing it; fo, love to 


man will naturally produce the deepeſt compaſſion for 


the miſerable ſtate of every enemy of God, and pre- 
vent firmneſs from degenerating into violence. 


(2:) The other direction T would offer upon this ſub- 


7 ject, is, that miniſters take care to avoid officiouſly in- 


termeddling in civil matters. A miniſter ſhould be 


ſeparated and ſet apart for his own work; he ſhould 


be conſecrated to his office. It is little glory to him 


to o be eminently Eiled in any other ſcience, except 


luch 
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ſuch as may be handmaids to Theology, and are by 
him habitually turned into a divine channel. Miniſters 


giving themſelves to worldly employments, has been 


commonly of bad fame; and, where there is a ſufficient 
proviſion made for their maintenance, ſeems to be an 


unjuſt alienation of their time and talents. But it is 


ſlill more ſinful and dangerous, for them to deſire or 
claim the direction of ſuch matters as fall within the 

province of the civil magiſttate. When our bleſſed 

Saviour ſays, ) kingdom is not this world, he 
plainly intimates to his diſciples, that they have no tiile 
to intermeddle with ſtate affairs. Nay, he expreſsl7 
warns them againſt a lordly and arbitrary dominion, 


cven in their own proper ſphere. The kings of the 
Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip” over them ; and they that 


exerciſe authority upon them are called henefac tors. 
But ye ſhall not be ſo - But he that is greateſt: among 
you, let him be as the younger; and ke. that is chief,”as 
he that doth ſerve . I cannot help mentioning, here, 
that this is one of the things, for which our worthy 
anceſtors of the church of Scotland: (now deſpiſed by 
many) deſerve the higheſt commendation. It was an 
invariable principle with them, to be againſt the civil 
power and places of kirkmen. And ſurely, if mi- 
niſters confine themſelves entirely to their own proper 
duty, they will be much lefs liable to exception than 
otherwiſe. They may, then, warrantably uſe, the 
greateſt fidelity in reproving, and the greateſt ſtrict- 
neſs in diſcipline ; and though the wicked flander 
and oppoſe them, the good will, defend them, and 


: 


God will ſupport them. | 


5. In the laſt place, Since the charge of faction 
and ſedition has been always brought againſt faithful 
miniſters, let us learn to bear it with patience, and 
never diſſemble the truth, or depart, in any meaſure, 
from our duty, in order to avoid it. A perſon of a 
generous mind feels a wound in his reputation more 
deeply, than almoſt any other injury. We are till 
apt tondly to flatter ourſelves, that as religion is 

D 2 truly 
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| 4 Since the world is ſoprone to receive the accuſa- 
tion of faction againſt the children of God, let them 
be careful to give no real ground for it. Vnjuſt ca- 
„Jogy has ſometimes the contrery effect. When men 
find, that it is impoſſible to e capricious. world, 

4 2p wholly to eſcape ſlander, they are apt to give up 
all ſolicitude upon that head, and take no-further pains 
to avoid ſuſpected appearances. This I take to be, 
. preciſely, What the ſeripture calls being overcome of 

evil. But hom much better is it to overcome evil with 

8 FF 0 Let us, as often as poſſible, confute the accu- 
lation by an unplameable carriage; and when we muſt 
ſuffer, let us be careful that we ſuffer, not as evil 
doers, but for well doing. For this purpoſe I would 
humbly offer to miniſters the two Wen direftions, © 
which J eſteem of great moment. 

(1.) Let all our zeal for the 8 of God be con- 
ducted not only with ſteadineſs, but with meekneſs. 
Let us ever remember that the wrath of man worketh 
not the righteouſneſs of God. Let our language be 

? always ſtrictly guarded; and free from expreſſions of 
# rage and: fury. If we are faithful to our 5, it will 
ſofficiently provoke ſinners, we ed not add to it by 
any mixture'of human paſſion. What noble and effec- 
tual principles are we furniſhed! with in ſcripture, for 
avoiding/every dangerous extreme? Love to God, and 
love to man, make up the ſam of practical religion. 
Theſe are the immediate fruits of faith, and all the 
truths of the goſpel tend to ſtrengthen and improve 
them. And as love. to Cod produces indignation againſt 
| dn, reſolution and boldneſs in oppoſing it; fo, love to 
man will naturally produce the deepeſt compaſſion for 
the miſerable ſtate of every enemy of God, and pre- 
vent firmneſs from degenerating into violenee. 

(2.) The other direction T would offer upon this ſub- 
zel, is, that minitters take care to avoid officiouſly in- 
termeddling in civil matters. A miniſter ſhould be 
ſeparated and ſet apart for bis own work; he ſhould 
be confecrated to his office, It is little glory to him 
to o be eminently led” in any other ſcience, except 

luch 
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ſuch as may be handmaids to Theology, and are by 
him habitually turned into a divine channel. Miniſters 
giving themſelves to worldly employments, has been 
commonly of bad fame; and, where there is a ſufficient _ 
proviſion made for their maintenance, ſeems to be an 


unjuſt alienation of their time and talents. But it is 


ſlill more ſinful and dangerous, for them to deſire or 
claim the direction of ſuch matters as fall within the 

province of the civil magiſttate. When our bleſſed. 

Saviour ſays, My kingdom is nt of this world, he 
plainly intimates to his diſciples, that they have no title 
to intermeddle with ſtare affairs, Nay,. he exprelsly- - 
warns them againſt a lordly and arbitrary dominion,” 


cven in their on proper ſphere. The kings cf the 
" Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip over them; and they that 


exerciſe "authority upon them are called benefactors, 
But ye ſhall not be ſo - But he that is greate/t' among 
you, let him be as the younger; and. he. that is chief, ar 
he that doth ſerve*, "I. cannot help mentioning, here, 
that this is one of the things, for which our, worthy 
anceſtors of the church of Scotland (now deſpiſed by 
many) deſerve the higheſt commendation. It was an 
invariable principle with them, to be againſt the civil 
power and places of kirkmen. And ſurely, if mi- 
niſters confine themſelves entirely to their own proper 
duty, they will be much leſs liable to exception than 
otherwiſe. They may, then, warrantably uſe the 
greateſt fidelity in reproying, and the greateſt ſtrict- 
neſs in diſcipline; and though the wicked  flander 
and oppoſe them, the good will defend them, and 
God will ſupport them. . 

5. In the laſt place, Since the charge of faction 
and ſedition has been always brought againſt faithful 
miniſters, let us learn to bear it with patience, and 
never diſſemble the truth, or depart, in any meaſure, 
from our duty, in order to avoid it. A perſon of a 
generous mind feels a wound in his reputation more 
deeply, than almoſt any other injury. We are till 
apt tondly to flatter ourfelyes, that as religion is 
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truly amiable in itſelf, and ought to make no ene- 
mies, that, therefore, we ſhall have none. Some are 


very apt to omit, or flightly to perform, ſeveral parts 


of their duty, through that fear of man that bringeth 


a ſnare, They are unwilling to forego the hope, 
that by certain prudent compliances they will conci- 


late and preſerve the favour of every man and every 


party. But the expectation is wholly vain, Tbe 
experience of many ages hath proved it ſo. Let 
us, therefore, bear with patience the falſe accuſation. 


It hath been the lot of the beſt and worthieſt men 


in every age. It was the lot of our bleſſed Maſter, 


and ſhall we refuſe to bear his croſs ? Is it not enwgh 
for the diſciple that be be as his maſter, and the ſer- 
vant that ho be as is Lord“ The triumph of finners 
is but very Mert. In a little time all earthly rela- 
tions ſhall be diſſolved. Then high and low, magi- 
ſtrates and ſubjects, miniſters and people, ſhall ſtand 
before the judgment - ſeat of Chriſt. He ſhall render 
10 every one” according” to his deeds. There the great 


and noble ſhall find no partial favour; there the poor 


and mean ſhall not eſcape obſervation; and there 
the lying ſlanderer ſhall be put to eternal ſilence. He 
Mall openly acknowledge every faithful ſervant, and 


ring forth his righteouſneſs as the light, and bis judg- 


ment ar the nen dx. 
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ry A you are now ordained a miniſter of Chriſt, and 
be M have received the charge of this congregation, 
et I hope you will bear with me a little, While I offer 
n. you a few advices as to the diſcharge of your impor- 
EN tant truſt, And, I cannot help beginning by congra-_ 
er, 


tulating you on the unanimous call you bave received 
gh from this people. However deſpiſed by ſome, I count 
. it a moſt happy circumſtance both for you and them. 
It introduces you with great advantage. It gives you 


la- a fair and impartial hearing; and, F you do not pre- 

81 ſerve their eſteem and love, it will probably be, in a | 
nd | great meaſure, owing to yourſelf... 2 N $1 
fer I muſt firſt of all beſeech you, in the moſt ear- N 
eat neſt manner, to be ſtiict and frequent, in enquiring 

Jor into the truth and reality of religion in your own ſoul. 

ere 


Perſonal religion is the foundation of all relative du- 
He ties. They can ſcarcely be performed in any tole- 
rable meaſure without it. It is equally neceſſary to 
your | uſefulneſs, and to your comfort. It is à diffi- 
cult thing, and it is a dreadful thing, to preach an un- 
| known ſaviour. Examine, therefore, whether you are 
born again; whether you have paſſed from death 10 
life; whether you are united to Chriſt by faith, whe- . 
ther you know by 4 ee the «difference between 
a ſtate of nature, and a ſtate of grace, or not. While 
I ſpeak this, I aſſure you, I do not mean it, and .I 
hope none will interpret it, as any reflection againſt, 
or implying any ſuſpicion of you, who have given me 
no cauſe. I ſpeak it from a deep impreſſion of its 
importance to us all. How miſerable a caſe is it, to 
The have it as our buſineſs to bring others to the kingdom 
| of heaven, and be ourſelves at laſt thruſt out. A mi- 
niſter is as much liable to ſelf-deceit as any other, 
and in ſome reſpects more ſo, We arc in danger of 


thinking 


—— 


. 
thinking ourſelves too eaſily ſafe, by comparing that 
outward regularity, to which our office itſelf, even 


from ſecular motives, obliges us, with the licentious 
extravagance of prophane ſinners. We may alſo miſ- 
take our frequent thinking and ſpeaking of the thing s 
of God, in the way of our calling, for an evidence 


of true religion in ourſelves. Nay, we are in dan- 
ger of miſtaking thoſe gifts, with which God furniſh- 


eth us for the benefit of his own people, for the 
Fruits of the Spirit, and gracious 5 

_ _ own hearts. Maintain, therefore, a holy jealouſy over 

_ "yourſelf, Give diligence to mate your calling and 

election ſure, And, if you ſave your own ſoul, you 
will probably carry many others with you to a better 


oſitions in our 


world; and be able; to ſay, after the example of 
Chriſt, Behold I, and the children whom God hath 
po; 4 * . 


given me. Fo 1 
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As to the duties of your office, ſee that you preach 


the pure and uncorrupted doctrine of Chriſt. Preach 


Chriſt crucified, who is the way, and the truth, and 
the life; and without whom no man can go unto the 


Father. You will never be able to make men truly 


good, till you convince them of their loſt ſtate by 
nature; and, thence, make them ſee the [neceſſity 


of juſtification by the free grace of God, thro? the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt.” If you would know 


what place Chriſt ought to hold in your preaching and 


ſcheme of doctrine, obſerve what room be fills in the 


oracles of truth. To the croſs of Chriſt give all the 
prophets witneſs, , The croſs of Chriſt is the ſum 


and ſubſtance of the New Teſtament, The croſs of 


Chriſt is the Chriſtian's hope. The croſs of Chriſt 
is the Chriſtian's glory. You may ſee, by a ſerious 
peruſal of the New Teſtament, that the ſacred writ- 
ers largely illuſtrate the ſeveral parts of his character 


and office, and ſeem with pleaſure to embrace every 


opportunity of ſpeaking to his praiſe. They ſhow 
how much we are to depend upon him for itrength 
in the diſcharge of our duty; and enforce all their 
6xhortations by motiycs drawn from what he — 

one, 
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done, and is ſtill doing, for his church and people. 
Lou will ſoon find from experience, that no cold re- 
ſonings on the nature and beauty of virtue, can have . + 
ſuch influence in mortifying corrupt affections, as a 
believing view of a pierced Saviour. For this very - 
reaſon many deteſt the doctrine of the croſs,” It gives 
2 mortal blow to every darling Juſt. It gives ſuch a 
view of the holineſs and juſtice of God, as is intole- 
rable to all thoſe who cannot think of breaking their 
attachment to ſin and vanity. x. 
. There is one particular reaſon why I have mention- _ . 
ed this at preſent, and inſiſted on it at ſome length. 
It is ordinary to meet with ſerious perſons who com- 
plain much, that from many pulpits they hear little 
or nothing of the doctrine of the grace of God; that 
the grand and leading truths of the goſpel are either 
flately contradicted, or kept entirely out of view, and 
ſomething elſe ſubſtituted in their place. I am far 
from ſaying that this is indeed the caſe. On the con- 
trary, I tremble to think that it ſhould be but barely 
poſſible, for all theſe doctrines are clearly contained 
in the Confeſſion” of Faith; which every miniſter in 
Scotland has ſubſcribed. If, therefore, there be 
any one among us, who doth not preach the doctrine 
of original ſin, of Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs, jul- 
tification by free grace, the necellity of regeneration, 
and the operations of the Spirit, he is guilty of per- 
jury of the worſt kind, for which I know no excuſe. 
Such a perſon is not only chargeable” with departing 
from the faith, but with an abſelute proſtitution of 
conſcience, and a whole life of hypocriſy and deceit. 
| Jam indeed entirely at a loſs how to account for this 
| apprehenſion in the people, of a difference in doQtrine ; 
but, as there certainly is ſuch. an apprehenſion, I 
think I cannot diſcharge my duty on this occaſion, 
without exhorting you to be clear and explicite upon 
theſe heads. The truth is, they are of ſo general 
conſequence, and have ſo neceſſary a connexion with 
every other part of religion, that, be the ſubject what 
it will, whete they are firmly believed, I ſhould ima- 
gine 
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ine the manner of thinking and ſpeaking would be 
uch, as to leave no jealouſy of an intended o- 


miſſion. | 


This leads me to exhort you, to preach plainly, 
or in a way that may be level to the capacities of the 
'hearers, both as to. ſentiment and expreſſion, God 
forbid, that I ſhould deſire you to ruth into a pulpit 
without preparation, to preach in a diſorderly method, 
or in a mean, ſlovenly, or indecent ſtile. All pains 
ſhould be taken to ſeek out fit and acceptable words. 
But there cannot be a greater abſurdity in ſpeaking to 
a a multitude of common people, than to diſcourſe in ſuch 
a ſtiff and abſtract way, as it is plainly impoſſible for 
them to comprehend. Nor is it any leſs abſurdity 
to dreſs. up à harangue with exceſſive elegance, and 
a vain, ornamiented foppery of ſtile. Some diſcourſes 
may very well be likened to painted windous, which, 
with fine colours upon themſelves, keep out the light, 
and make the houſe comfortleis and dark. Such con- 
duct is ordinarily followed by thoſe who would wil- 
lingly recommend themſelves to perſons of better taſte; 
but it muſt evidently render them contemptible to eve- 
ry perſon of ſound judgment. However, it is much 
worſe than abſurd, for it is very wicked, when the 
everlaſting ſalvation of ſinners is at ſtake, to ſpeak in 
ſuch a manner as they cannot underſtand, or ſuch as 
tends only to amuſe their fancy, and never can reach 
their hearts, If we would know what is a proper and 
juſt manner of ſtile and compoſition in preaching, let 
us conſider how any man would ſpeak, if he was on 

trial for his on life. Would he not ſpeak with great 
plainneſs, earneſtneſs and force? And is not the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls of infinitely more moment than any man's 
life? And ſhould it not, if we belicve the ſcriptures, 
be more regarded by every faithful miniſter ? 

You muſt alfo take care to preach experimentally and 
particularly. You will ſoon find that this is the only 
profitable way of preaching, and that, unleſs you apply 
general truths to the ſeveral cluſſes and characters in 
your audience, they will make but a ſorry 1 

0 
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of the beſt inf n. The ignorant cannot, and the 
wiſer will” not apply them to themſelves. Beſides, 
the general way is not only uſeleſs, but pernicious and 

ful. Suppoſe I ſhould make an encomium on the 
"wiſe, juſt, and gracious government of God over his 
rational creation, and obſerve what reaſon all have to 
rejoice under his adminiſtration... Should I fay fo to 
this audience without diſtinction, it would be to many 
a dangerous and ſtupifying poiſon. A juſt and holy 
God is a conſuming fire to all the workers of iniquity. 
Thoſe who are till in their ſins, ſhould tremble to 
think of the government of God. . 

Beſides publick preaching, you .muſt be diligent a- 
mong your people from houſe to houſe, You mult 
not negle& family inſtruction, and perſonal admo- 
nition or reproof. This is, if not the meſt uſe ful 
part of a miniſter's work, at leaſt abſolutely neceſſary 
to the ſucceſs of his preaching. It is alſo by far the 
moſt laborious part, from which ſlothful men are 
moſt apt to excuſe themſelves. A man may gratify 
his vanity by preaching, and publick performances ; 
or, the neglect being viſible, he may be compelled to 
regularity by fear of reproach or proſecution, But 
diligence in private, can ſcarcely ariſe from any 
thing but a ſenſe of duty, and of the preſence -and 
obſervation of Gd. N wu. 

The exerciſe of diſcipline is another part of your 
duty which muſt not be omitted, Ir is of very great 
moment to the intereſt of religion. It is a ſaying of 
one of the firſt reformers, * They that deſire to ba- 
* niſh diſcipline, defire to baniſh Chriſt from his 
church.“ There muſt needs be offences in the Chri- 
ſtian church. But when diſcipline is neglected, then 
the offence becomes unſpeakably more dangerous, 
eſpecially to the young and weak. It makes them 
think lightly of the character and privileges of a Chri- 
ſtian, when there is either a promiſcuous admiſſion to 
church-communion, or when openly wicked perſons 
are ſuffered to continue without cenſure. When you 
come to inſtruct young perſons, in order to tene wing 

their 
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if ever you have occaſion to inſtruct a 
der to baptiſm, I. can aſſure you from experie 


on, 
will find the unhappy effect of the low ſtate of le hee, | 
among us. It will immediately ſtrike yourſelf, and 
theſe Catechamens will ſoon betray, by their diſcourſe, 
how hard it is to have a jult ſenſe of the ſanctity of 
the Chriſtian character, while ſo many profane per- 


ſons are ſuffered to be called Chriſtians ; and not a 


few whoſe conduct is very exceptionable, continue to 
be admitted at ſtated times, to the ſeals of God's co- 


venant. f 


How inexcuſable are we in this neglect? If the 
firſt Chriſtians, without the help or ſanction of an e- 
ſtabliſhment, kept fo. ſtrict a diſcipline, what might 
we do, who have the countenance and approbation of 
the civil power. In diſcipline then, be ſtrict, regu- 
lar, and impartial. Eſpccially be impartial. It is 
commonly want of impartiality, that makes us fail in 


ſhifneſs, Lou will have many enemies to impartiali- 


ty in diſcipline. You will have the great and wealthy, 
many of whom, though they live in open defiance 
of the laws and ordinances of Chriſt, yet will be 
much offended, and complain of it as a grievous in- 
jury, if by a judicial ſentence you deprive them of 
his name. Nay, you will find in every congregation 
ſome profeſſing piety, who, though they are well 

pleaſed with, and commend. the ſtrict exerciſe of diſ- 
cipline in the caſe of others, yet when it comes to 
touch themſelves, or their own relations, will uſe many 


arts to evade it. But, if you be firm and unbiaſſed in 


ſo good a cauſe, it will have a ſenſible effect. 
This leads me to exhort you in the whole of your 
work, public and private, to beware of the ſin of 


man- pleaſing. I do not ſay, Beware of popularity: 


Becauſe, in the ſenſe to which common language 


" hath confined that word, it is but one half of the 


ſnare. Beſides, in propriety of ſpeech, popularity 
ſhould ſignify only being accepted and beloved, which 
in itſelf is neither duty nor ſin, but a bleſſing. Man- 
pr 4 pleaſing 
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pleaſing ſignifies, in ſcripture, having this as the end 


and motive of our actions, 1ather than being accept- 


able to God. You ought, indeed, for edification, to 
avoid diſpleaſing any without neceſſity, But as in this, 
ſo in every other thing, you ſhould have a far higher 
principle, than merely courting the favour either of 
great or ſmall, good or bad. It is, doubtleſs, a mean 
and deſpicable principle, to act only with a view of 
gaining the applauſe of the vulgar and ignorant. But 
I have often wondered, how ſome ſhould ſo boldly 
and uncharitably lay this to the charge of their bre- 
thren, without conſidering how eaſy it is, with at leaſt © + 
equa! juſtice, to preſume -that they ate under the in- 
fluence, and acting with a view to pleaſe the great. I 
am ſure, there is a much ſtronger temptation to this 
than to the former. And, if I am not miſtaken, fawn- 
ing and ſervility hath been the road, in which ambi- 
tious and corrupt churchmen have travelled to pre- 
ferment, in every age. The truth is, they are e- 
qually deteſtable in the ſight of God. But the laſt 
is much more deſtructive to the intereſt of religion 
than the firſt. The favour of the multitude can 
ſcarcely be obtained, without either the truth, or the 
appearance of piety; but the favour of the great is of- 
ten abtained by ſilence and ſuffering them in their 
crimes, being aſliſtant in their pleaſures, or ſubſer- 
vient to their political deſigns. To deliver you, Sir, 
from both, remember the condition on which you 
hold your office. Son f man, I have made thee a 
watchman to the houſe of | Iſrael + Therefore hear the 
werd at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
When I ſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die; 
and thou groeſt him not warning, nor_ſpeakeſt to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way to ſaue bis life The 


Same wicked man [hall die in his iniquity but his blood 


will I require at thine hund“. Forget, then, the foolith 
accuſations of popularity or vanity ; and conſider, that 
your people ale daily carried to their graves, and you 
mult give an account of every {out that perithes 
through your neglect. 
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To conclude, Be much in earneſt prayer to God, 
that he would fit you for your work, and crown r 
your labours with ſucceſs. Prayer is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the ſtedfaſtneſs and growth of every be- 
liever, and eſpecially to a miniſter, If you believe 

the goſpel, you will believe, that every good gift | 
cometh from above; that God only can make you 
an able and uſeful paſtor ; and this will make you 
-  Impertunate with him for a plentiful meaſure of the 

holy Spirit to fit you for his ſervice. And I deſire 

to join in praying, that God for Chriſt's ſake, would 

make you an able miniſter of the New Teſtament,------ 

and help you to preach the goſpel, not with the 

wiſdom of words,---but with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down 

from heaven, 1 a. 
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My BRETHREN, | 


7 O U have heard the charge given to your mint- 
ſter. Are there, then, ſo many duties incum- 
bent on him, by his ſtanding in the relation of a paſtor 
to you? Is not the relation mutual? And are there 
not ſeveral correſpondent duties incumbent on you as 
his people? I beg your patience while I put you in 
mind of a few of the moſt important and neceſſary. 
In the firſt place, It is evidently your duty dilt- 
gently to attend upon his miniſtry, It is plainly im- 
poſſible that you can profit by him, if you do not hear 
him. I am ſorry that there are many in theſe days, who 
pour contempt upon the ordinances of Chriſt's inſtitu- 
tion, But, in particular, there bath been, of late, a 
great and remarkable deſertion of public worſhip, by 
thoſe of higher rank, There is a happy opportunity 
in this caſe to put all ſuch among you in mind, that 
Having ſubſcribed a call ro their miniſter, they ſtand 
bound by conſent to attend upon him. Is it not ſur- 
priſing to think, that any ſhould forget the terms in 
which that invitation runs, Lou intreat him To take 
the charge of your fauls, and promiſe him all due 
© obedience and ſubmiſſion in the Lord. Can a man 
honeſtly ſubſcribe this, who ſeldom comes within the 
walls of any church ? One would be counted infamous 
in the world, who ſhould act in the face of a ſigned ob- 
ligation, in any other matter, or who even ſhould falſify | 
a ſolemn promiſe. And, is it leſs criminal, becauſe it 
relates to religion, and the ſervice of God? It is, indeed, 
ſeldom reſented or puniſhed by men, becauſe the of- 
fence is not immediately againſt them, but it remains 
to be puniſhed by that righteous God, Io whom ven- 
geance belongs, - and who will not be mocked, 


In 
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In the next place, My brethren, let me intreat you 
to be tender of the character of your miniſter, and of 

miniſters in general. As their office makes the guilt 
of their ſins great, and as a ſtain on their character is 
* moſt hurtful to religion, on both accounts, you ovght 
not rafhly to receive an accuſation againſt them. 

I do not mean to aſk indulgence to the unworthy, 
I give them vp freely to that reproach and contempt 
which thy juſtly deſerve. ' But let it fall upon the pyr- 
fon, and not upon the office. Do not transfer # 1e 
faults of particulars to the whole order. It is ez; to 
obſerve the different reception, which the faults or miſ- 
carriages of miniſters meet with, from perſons differently 
diſpoſed. The good are affected with grief and con- 
cern for the offence, or filled with zeal and indignation 
againſt the ſinner. But looſe and careleſs perſons diſ- 
parage the profeſſion, and bleſs themſelves in their own 
uniformity, and.conliſtency of character. You may 
ſpare your reflections, That miniſters, are but men, 


© miniſters are but like other men, and the like, when, 


I aſſure. you, we deny it not, We have all the ſame 
great imtereſt at ſtake. We often ſpeak the more earneſtly 


to you, leſt, while we preach the goſpel: to others, we 


ourſelves ſhould be caſtaways ; and many times deſcribe 
the workings of a deccitful, wandering, ſlothful, worldly 
mind, by taking the copy from our own. 

It falls very properly in my way on this occaſion, 
to take notice of a reproach thrown upon miniſters, 
by the miſtake or perverſion of two of the queſtions 
uſually put at an ordination, and which you have juſt 
heard put to your miniſter. - They are ſuppoſed by 
many to be ſuch as no man can anſwer with truth, and 
ſo quite improper to be put at all. The firſt of them 
is in the following terms, Are not zeal for the honour 
© of God, love to Jeſus Chriſt, and deſire of ſaving 
© fouls, your great motives, and chief inducements, to 
© enter into the function of the holy miniſtry, and not 
* worldly deſigns and intereſts, This is maliciouſly 
interpreted to ſuppoſe, that a miniſter in accepting of 


a fixed charge, hath no vicw or intention, primary or 
lecondary, 


(39. 
econdary, of being provided of a maintenance. This 
would be both unnatural and unreaſonable. They that 

1 erve at the altar, muſt live by the altar. I he plain 

* neaning is, That the great motives of a miniſter, in 
ꝛonſecrating himſelf to this imployment, and accept- 

0 ng the particular ſtation aſſigned him, ought to be the 
20nour of God, and intereſt of religion, as expreſſed 
above. And, ſurely, that this ſhould be the caſe, hath 
aothing in it incredible in our country, the proviſion 
for the miniſtry not being ſo large, but a man of to- 
lerable abilities hath a much greater hazard of riſing 
to wealth and dignity in many other employments. 
But alas! how ignorant are they who cavil at this 
queſtion ? Do they not know that every Chriſtian is | 
bound, habitually, and ſupremely to regard the glory 

| of God in all his actions. This is not peculiar to 

i miniſters, except in fo far as they ought to be ex- 

. WM amplary in every thing. Wo, to every man in this 
aſſembly, be his employment what it will, if he does 
not habitually point his whole actions at the glory of 
of God. Ye are not your own ; ye are bought with a” 
price ; therefore glorify God with your bodies, and your 
ſpirits, which are Gods *, © a. . 3 
The other queſtion is this, Have you uſed. any 
* undue methods by yourſelf, or others, in procurin 
* this call?? It is impoſlible to find fault with this 
queſtion, but by leaving out the word, undue. And, 
indeed, it is fo far from being wrong, that there 
would be no harm if it were more particularly ex- 

| plained. It was probably intended to diſcourage all 
briguing and ſollicitation, other than a man's real 
character does for itſelf, or the free uabiaſſed judg- 
ment of others, inclines them to do in his behalf. I 
apprehend it does reach a reproof to alt thoſe, who 
either promote or hinder ſettlements, from political 
conections, or in expectation of temporal favours : 
and to thoſe who, by promiſes or threatnings, endea- 
vour to influence their inferiors in ſuch a cauſe, In 
the mean time, I dare ſay, it will be allowed, that 

any 
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any thing of this kind done by a miniſter himſelf, or 
at his direction, in his own favours, would be very 
wrong: And, bleſſed be God, it is at preſent among 
us conſidered as highly indecent and criminal. 

I rauſt alſo put you in mind of the great duty of 
family inſtruction and government, Heads of fami- 
lies muſt prepare their children and ſervants for re- 

ceiving benefit by publick inſtruction, and endeavour 

| by repetition to fix it in their minds. It is our duty to 
ſpeak plainly, no doubt; but it is impoſlible, preſerv- 
ing the dignity of the pulpit, to ſpeak in ſuch a man- 
| ner as to be underſtood by thoſe who have had no 
| previous inſtruction in a familiar way. It is like caſt- 
| Ing ſeed upon an unopened, unprepared foil, which 
takes no root, and brings forth no fruit. Is it nor 
hard, that, when many are ſo ready to find fault with 
every neglect of miniſters, and ſomatimes*%expect more 
work from one, than ten can perform, they ſhquld 
take fo little pains in their families, theſe "ſmaller 
diſtricts, u nich are committed to their own charge. 
To conclude all, Strive together with your mini- 
ſter in your p.ayers to God for him, There is no way 
more effect. al to prepare him for ſerving you in the 
goſpel ; and there is no way more proper for preparing 
you to ..tend upon his miniſtry. If you make conſci- 
ence of this duty, you will come to receive the anſwer 
of your prayers, and, indeed, to hear the word of Gad. 
Alas! that there ſhould be ſo few of our hearers of 
this charitable, ſympathiſing kind, We have fome 
ſtopid and inſenſible hearers, ſome proud and diſdain- 
ful hcarers, many criticiſing and cenſuring hearers, but 
few praying hearers. Let all that fear God give them- 
ſcives to this duty. And, let them, not only remem- 
ber that corner of God's vineyard in which their own 
lot is caſt, but the kingdom of Chriſt in general; and 
pray that his name may be great, ſrom the riſing of 
the fur, tinte [is going deu. Amen, 
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